quoted in the text this is not defined until p. 136. The book ends, surprisingly, with an introduction to chelation chemistry, which, according to the foreword, is addressed to the curious clinician. This is probably too detailed for the average physician interested in chelation therapy.
Radioactive Metal Mobilisation in Medicine is a monograph in the American Lecture Series which considers one specialised application of chelation therapy-the treatment of radioactive metal poisoning. Since the number of human cases of this condition is fortunately small, most of the results described were obtained on animals.
The chemistry of chelation is discussed in some detail, and the main emphasis is again on E.D.T.A. and its derivatives. Their metabolism, toxicity and relative merits are clearly described, but since there are more than 20 of these agents, and these are invariably referred to in the text by their initials, this does not make for easy reading. The diagnostic uses of radioactive metals are not considered. The book ends with a clear exposition of some guiding principles and recommendations for treatment, which should be valuable to anyone likely to be faced with the treatment of radioactive metal poisoning. Perhaps this book, and a bottle of D.T.P.A. Even a brief reading of 'situations vacant' in the more respectable newspapers will show that there is, at the present time, a considerable increase in the use of computers in industry in this country. There are many who believe that this is part of a revolution and the degree and speed of change resulting from it will surpass that of the industrial revolution. Wherever data is collected, a computer is of potential use and, therefore, clinical biochemists may be searching for appropriate reading material. In such a search the title of this book would merit serious consideration of its contents.
One of the authors is a surgeon, the other a mathematician. The book contains one chapter (20 pages) which is a general description of computers. The authors then devote separate chapters of the book to applications in hospital administration, diagnosis, electroencephalography, electrocardiography and medical research. There is one chapter devoted to a 'worked example' and finally two chapters devoted to information access and education in data-processing. All this takes 133 pages, there are about 500 references including some published during 1963.
This book attempts too much and thus becomes a collection of generalisations and platitudes. The fly-leaf describes the book as 'a broad view of the medical aspect of a beginning revolution'; trying to give a broad view in 133 pages has produced shallowness.
The 'worked example' is concerned with a series of urinary enzyme studies on experimental animals and the description assumes a knowledge of probability mathematics and computer programming.
Eventually, computers will be used in medicine and mathematicians and computer engineers will become part of the hospital scene, but before they take their places in large numbers there is a lot of investigational work to be done. Underestimating difficulties and cost will prevent, rather than encourage, development. This book underestimates the difficulties and ignores the cost.
T. P. Whitehead.
